CITY HALL
EVANSDALE, IOWA, MARCH 5, 2019
CITY COUNCIL
DOUG FAAS, MAYOR, PRESIDING

The City Council of the City of Evansdale, Iowa met in regular session, according to law, the rules of said Council and prior notice given each member thereof, in the Council Chambers of City Hall of Evansdale, Iowa at 6:00 p.m. on the above date. Council members present in order of roll call: Seible, Bender, Walker, Loftus, and Dewater. Quorum present.

Dewater/Bender to approve March 5, 2019 agenda. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.

Walker/Loftus to approve the following items on the March 5, 2019 consent agenda. a. Approval of February 19, 2019 regular meeting minutes. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five. 

Dewater/Bender to approve Resolution 6301 authorizing payment of bills and transfers. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.

Walker/Seible to open public hearing-FY2020 Budget at 6:02 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. Proof of publication on file, no public comments were received beforehand. Mayor Faas went over the property examples showing the county, city, school system share of the city taxes for each property and what the increase would be for the two properties listed. He also stated all of the city services that were covered by the general fund to include the police department, fire rescue and ambulance services, community development, parks and campground, building inspection, code enforcement, animal control, general government services, etc. Scott Strader, 1515 W. Gilbert, stated that he saw no city street improvements and infrastructure was not being replaced and questioned where the funds were going and didn’t approve of another tax increase. Mayor Faas responded with a list of projects that have been completed since 2016. Dona Frickson, 911 Central Ave., stated that police services offered to Elk Run Heights should be paid for on a per capita basis. Councilor Dewater stated that he paid more for cell phone and internet service than his taxes. Mark Atkins, 909 3rd Ave., stated that the heights weren’t receiving any improvements and questioned wage increases and that he didn’t approve of the tax increase. Councilor Seible questioned the building inspectors wage increase and stated that the city needs to stop increasing taxes and that it was time that the residents of our city put their foot down. Mayor Faas questioned again where Seible would propose we decrease the budget. William Nichols, 221 Oakwood, questioned raises made to water, sewer, garbage, and several other services and asked what would happen if we couldn’t afford it, move out? Chad Deutsch, 227 Trail Ave., stated his support for law enforcement and fire rescue  & ambulance service but didn’t approve of another tax increase for our city. Loraine Atkins, 715 Central Ave., #203, questioned the quality of life for the elderly in our city and wasn’t in favor of the tax increase. Aaron Pierce, Jones Rd., wasn’t in favor of the mayor’s wage increase. Varrel Wilcox, 306 S Burr Oak Ave., stated that he moved to Evansdale for its quality of life, low cost of living and had purchased three properties and was opposed to the tax increase and thought the city should start to spend their money more frugally. Justin Smock, 1742 Timberline, questioned how the city would manage their money better in the future to avoid another large tax increase. Mayor Faas responded that the council voted to proceed with the Lafayette Rd. project that would affect the general funds, but that we were also setting funds aside to pay for future expenses such as fire gear, police equipment, park equipment upgrades, etc. Amy Deutsch, 227 Trail, questioned city spending and wasn’t in favor of the tax increase. Dewater/Walker to close the public hearing at 6:13 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
Dewater/Bender to approve Resolution 6302 adopting the fiscal year budget ending June 30, 2020 as amended. Roll call vote: Ayes-Four. Nays-One (Seible).

Seible/Dewater to approve Resolution 6303 approving the transfer of funds from the police escrow fund to police benefit fund to be utilized for FY20 police benefits in the amount of $100,000 as budgeted for FY2020. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.

Dewater/Bender to approve Resolution 6304 approving the transfer of funds from general funds to unreserved escrow funds purposed for police, fire, park, and city hall departments for future maintenance and equipment purchases in the amount of $50,793 as budgeted for FY2020. Roll call vote: Ayes-Four. Nays-One (Seible).

Seible/Walker to open public hearing-Proposal to enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement at 6:16 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. Proof of publication on file, no public comments were received. Mayor Faas stated that the city would be approving the loan agreement for the design phase of the IDNR mandated waste water plant improvements. Loftus/Seible to close the public hearing at 6:16 p.m. Ayes-five. Motion carried. 

Seible/Bender to approve Resolution 6305 approving taking additional action with respect to a Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement, approving and securing the payment of a $550,000 Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement Anticipation Project Note (IFA Interim Loan and Disbursement Agreement). Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.

Seible/Bender to approve Resolution 6306 approving EMS Contingency Plan Agreement with the Cities of Raymond, Denver, Dunkerton, Jesup, Hudson, and Waterloo regarding ambulance services. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.

Bender/Seible to approve Resolution 6307 authorizing the mayor to sign a memorandum of understanding with I.N.R.C.O.G. for the preparation of a LAWCON grant for the Parks Capital Improvement Projects/Playground Equipment. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.

Loftus/Walker to approve request from Pony Express Riders of Iowa to hold annual collection point (Lafayette/Evans intersection) and parade on Friday, April 19, 2019 at about 3:00 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.

Seible/Walker to approve request from Public Works Director, Water Works Foreman, and Waste Water Foreman to purchase high output power work light to be utilized by Public Works, Water Works, and Waste Water in the amount not to exceed $9,520 or $3,173.34 per department. Councilor Seible stated that most water main breaks happen during the day and to control expenses choose to rent lights when need and use the fire departments light if available. Mayor Faas asked the fire dept. members in attendance if they had a portable light. Chief Phillips responded yes, a small portable. Councilor Walker suggested we consider it for one year and mark down how many times the light would have been useful. Ayes-One. Nays-four (Seible Bender, Walker, and Loftus). Motion denied.

Discussion/possible action: Ellendale Drive Asphalt/Sealcoat. Mayor Faas questioned council on how they would like to proceed with asphalt or sealcoat. Councilor Walker responded that he would like it to be constructed with curb and gutter. Mayor Faas stated that the footprint of the streets in the area were asphalt with drainage ditch and that it would be very costly to construct with curb and gutter. Dona Frickson, 911 Central Ave., stated that they have requested the road be completed for 3-4 years now. Mayor Faas questioned if the underground work was completed and the road ready for refinishing. Rod Frickson, 911 Central Ave., responded that the work had been completed and ready to move forward with the street. Mayor Faas stated that he would get quotes to bring to council.

Walker/Loftus to approve setting the date for City-wide Garage Sale for May 31st, June 1st, and 2nd. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.

Loftus/Seible to approve setting the date for the City-wide Cleanup for June 7th and 8th. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.

Public discussion: non-agenda items. Mark Atkins, 909 3rd Ave., not in favor of LED lights. 

Mayor/Council Reports: Mayor Faas discussed the webinar with the national weather service and FEMA on the possibility of spring flooding, we will hope for the best, but prepare for the worst. He also spoke about the grant possibilities for the park equipment, closing on Lafayette Rd., property, Community Response Center (CRC) heating issues and request by the Fire Assoc. to have the city attorney write a letter regarding the CRC light purchase and that the fees would be paid by the association. 

There being no further discussion, Loftus/Seible to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m. Motion carried.
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